
Open 
Go around and let everyone answer.  
Share a time when a person, place, or event failed to meet your expecta-
tions.   

How can our expectations actually be the reason for being let down? 

DIG 
What are some skewed expectations some people have of Jesus? 

What are the source of these expectations? 

Read: Matthew 16.13-16 
In this passage, Jesus asks His apostles who people say He is. The responses 
would be considered high praise for anyone else - but not Jesus. 
What is the problem with the answers they give? 

How does who we say Jesus is affect our expectations of Him? 

Read: Matthew 17.1-5 
In the previous passage, Peter declares the divinity of Jesus.  Now, Peter, 
James, and John whiteness a glimpse of Jesus’ divinity and hear God affirm 
who He is. 
According to these two confirmations of Jesus, who is He really? 

Why do people create false images of Jesus rather than seek to know Him 
for who He really is? 

APPLY 
When Jesus asked, Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.  
How does knowing this truth change your expectations of Jesus and your-
self? 

Close with a time of prayer and thanksgiving for God’s family.
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Leader Notes
About This Guide 
This week’s guide comes the current 
lesson in a series from the Gospel of 
Matthew.  This series focuses on 
Matthew’s message of establishing 
that Jesus is King over all. 

Big Idea 
False images of Jesus are designed 
by people in order to make Jesus 
look like them. But what we actually 
need is the real Jesus, not the Jesus 
of our imaginations. The real Jesus 
demands that we change our views in 
order to accommodate who He is; the 
real Jesus doesn't seek to accommo-
date our values. 

Reaching Out 
Our LIFE Groups are a great place to 
pour out the love we share into the 
lives of others.  We can’t keep this 
love and community to ourselves.  
Who do you know that might benefit 
from being part of your group?  Share 
those names, pray for them, and ask 
God to give you the courage to talk to 
them about visiting your group. 
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